BOROUGH OF JENKINTOWN
700 Summit Avenue
Jenkintown, PENNSYLVANIA

MINUTES OF THE BOROUGH OF JENKINTOWN COUNCIL MEETING
January 28, 2026, 7:00 P.M.

MEMBERS: 
	
Jay Conners				Council President
Christian Soltysiak			Council Vice President
Gordon Lewis 				Councilor 
Deborra Sines-Pancoe		Councilor
Steve Spindler 			Councilor
Maxine Marlowe 			Councilor
Joanne Bruno 				Councilor
Anne MacHaffie 			Councilor
Alexandria Khalil 			Councilor
Alex Bartlett 				Councilor
Joshua Curtin				Councilor

Regrets:

David Ballard 				Councilor
Kenneth Riggins			Public Works Foreman

GUESTS:

Gabriel Lerman			Mayor 
George Locke 			Borough Manager
Chief Thomas Scott			Chief of Police
Mark Bickerton	Borough Engineer, Pennoni Associates
Patrick Hitchens			Borough Solicitor
Tiffany Fisher	Recording Secretary, Minutes Solutions Inc. 
(via teleconference)
	
CALL TO ORDER 

There being a quorum present, and adequate and proper notice of the meeting having been given, the meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Council recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

On a motion made by Jay Conners, seconded by Alex Bartlett, it was resolved to approve the minutes of the December 10, 2025, Borough of Jenkintown Council meeting as presented. Motion unanimously carried.


APPROVAL OF PAYROLLS 

On a motion made by Jay Conners, seconded by Deborra Sines-Pancoe, it was resolved to approve payrolls in the amount of $207,545.42 and invoices totaling $180,570.36. Motion unanimously carried.

Public comment

There were no public comments.

REPORTS

Engineer’s Report

Mark Bickerton stated that they are continuing to monitor grant applications and that feedback from the PennDOT ARLE grant is expected by January 31, 2026.

Public Works Department

Manager Locke stated that the Public Works report was in the meeting package. An excel spreadsheet was included, and it contains five tabs, one for each storm that has occurred this season. The Borough is experiencing a salt shortage, as Morton Salt announced before the most recent storm that they would no longer supply salt to the county consortium, going against contract. Foreman Riggins managed 80 tons of salt before the storm and acquired another 60 tons of salt from a different source, to reach the limit of 150 tons in the Abington Borough storage. The consortium announced on January 28, 2026, that it will hold Morton Salt liable for the difference between the increased price to acquire salt during the storm and the contract price. The consortium is actively investigating alternative sources of salt.
	
Solicitor’s Report

The solicitor’s office continues to provide services on an as-needed and as-requested basis.

Mayor’s Report  

Mayor Lerman met with the Mayor of Ambler, Jeanne Sorg, and discussed programs in the county, including a veteran recognition program, and they reviewed her materials, including making corrections to the mentions of the Veterans of Foreign Wars nonprofit organization in Jenkintown. He thanked Public Works and Chief Thomas Scott for the efforts made to keep the roads and sidewalks accessible during the snowstorm.

Police Chief’s Report

Chief Thomas Scott noted the report was filed and made available to all Council members. Public Works worked 30 hours straight from January 25, 2026, to January 26, 2026, plowing snow to maintain accessible sidewalks and ramps for residents. Snow emergency routes moving forward will be enforced as per code, and Chief Thomas Scott proposed improving snow emergency route signage in the Borough to keep the roads clear for plowing. The goal is to clear the snow up to the curb line, and cars parked along these routes hinder snow-clearing capabilities. He reminded residents to avoid pushing the snow from their properties into the street after the area has been plowed to avoid icing. 


Manager’s Report

The Borough is completing onboarding. Meetings are being held February 2, 2026, and February 5, 2026, with Edmunds GovTech financial and code software, to complete financial and escrow matters, utility billing, codes, and permitting. Onboarding continues as well with Portnoff Law Associates for delinquent sewer and solid waste accounts, included in the Ordinance 2026-1 presented before the Council during the January 28, 2026, Council meeting. Alltech IT service has taken over the Borough’s IT servicing. Paper-to-digital transition of all property and zoning files will begin January 29, 2026, as a first step of a three-step process.

Manager Locke and the Borough Engineer continue to collaborate on grants. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS

Ordinance 2026-1 Collection of Debts

On a motion made by Jay Conners, seconded by an unidentified Councilor, it was resolved to adopt Ordinance 2026-1, “Collection of Debts”, amending Chapter 119 of the Borough code, and to adopt the associated fee structure as provided. Motion unanimously carried.

Bowman’s Hill Wildflower Preserve Plant Grant

On a motion made by Jay Conners, seconded by Christian Soltysiak, it was resolved to allow and support the grant funding application for native plantings to be used on Borough public property. Motion unanimously carried. 

Planning Commission SPS Bike Path Letter of Support

On a motion made by Joanne Bruno, seconded by Alex Bartlett, it was resolved to table the consideration of the planning commission letter to allow further review by staff and Borough professionals. Motion unanimously carried.

New BUSINESS

There was no new business to discuss. 
	
ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was closed at 7:12 p.m.

DISCLAIMER

The above minutes should be used as a summary of the motions passed and issues discussed at the meeting. This document shall not be considered a verbatim copy of every word spoken at the meeting. 
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