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JENKINTOWN BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION  

Tuesday August 19, 2025 - 6:30 p.m.  

Virtual ZOOM Meeting 

APPROVED MINUTES 
 
Meeting attendees from JBPC: Jon McCandlish, Peter Van Do, Eric Horowitz, Allison Shertzer, Rob 
Ghormoz. Lucinda Bartley, Phil Zimmerman 
 
Also attending on Zoom: George Locke (Jenkintown Borough Manager and Zoning Officer), Claire 
Warner (Montgomery County Planning Commission), Maureen Lucak, Joanne Bruno, David Ballard, 
Jean Thompson among others from the public on Zoom and livestreamed on Facebook.  
 
Names may be referred to by initials in the following meeting summary. 
 
Call to Order Meeting was called to order at 6:30 pm.  
 
Public Comment: Borough Council member David Ballard had seen an early draft of the JBPC 
July minutes and requested clarification on whether the Planning Commission had taken on initiatives 
regarding the mix of businesses in town and traffic impacts on local streets. JM responded these were 
not Planning Commission initiatives. The business mix topic was raised by a borough council member 
in a public comment. The traffic topic was raised by a resident and discussed only in the context of a 
specific land use application during Public Comments. JM clarified that such topics have been reviewed 
only when relevant to planning applications and are currently being independently investigated by the 
Commission. 

Reports/Actions 

• JBPC Meeting Minutes Approval – Secretary, Eric Horowitz  
A concern was raised regarding potential misinterpretation of the July draft minutes. Specific language 
was identified which had already been revised. The Commission discussed whether to Include detailed 
discussion summaries, or limit minutes to decisions and recommendations. Members agreed on the 
importance of maintaining clarity and accuracy and avoiding confusion about the Commission’s role by 
ensuring that public comment is not misrepresented as official Planning Commission actions.  
 
The June minutes were approved. JM (PV). The July minutes were tabled for further potential revision 
and clarification.  
 
New Business / Business for Discussion 
No new business was presented.  
 
Ongoing Business 

• DCED – Main Street Matters Program Grant Opportunity 
The borough decided not to submit an application for the Main Street grant due to the short 30-day 
application window. There was also a County Grant opportunity being reviewed for open spaces. 
There was some discussion on Grant Opportunities. Claire Warner clarified that while a recent grant 
opportunity was missed, other grants remain available. Additional funding avenues may exist through 
DCED or similar entities. Emphasis was placed on preparing for future grant cycles and building 
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internal capacity for managing such projects. The Jenkintown Borough Planning Commission agreed 
to move this topic to the New Business section of the next month’s agenda to further explore grant 
opportunities. 

• Jenkintown 2035 Comprehensive Plan Implementation 
The chair JM noted inactivity on this topic and reopened the invitation to members to take leadership 
roles on specific implementation measures. Categories identified were Zoning Design Standards, 
Historic Resources, Walkability Enhancements, Bicycle and pedestrian safety, and Street trees.  
 
JM wants to create a point person system for each implementation measure to ensure accountability 
and progress.  
 
Peter began the discussion focusing on the different topics. PV volunteered to focus on sub categories 
of historic resources and street tree inventory. Other guidelines would fall under zoning and where we 
could do research. He recommended we work with George and Claire and the Council to prioritize what 
to work on. PV made a brief presentation on Lower Merion’s way of addressing historic properties. He 
also showed examples from Mount Holly, PA of heritage signs and physical markers in historic districts. 
Peter recommended referring to peer municipalities for best practices.  
 
Historic Resources The discussion looked at revisiting past historic resource inventories and GIS data 
developed by the borough. Claire and others confirmed that a full inventory of downtown historic 
facades was completed, including GIS mapping. JM had worked on this and made presentations to the 
borough council. A Google Map of 92 historically designated properties exists. A previous proposal to 
designate the Old York Road corridor as a historic district was discussed: The corridor contains a high 
concentration of existing designated properties. A formal district was perceived as possibly enhancing 
design control and preservation, while balancing with development needs. JM would like JBPC to 
consider revisiting the 2018–2019 presentation materials. JM cited the number one reason people had 
for moving to Jenkintown were the neighborhood character. JM described current Historic Designation 
as falling in three tiers: Landmark, Historic, and Contributing. Designation as a Historic Resource in 
Jenkintown within the borough code does not restrict redevelopment or improvements, It only requires 
review before demolition of designated structures by borough council. It does not have anything to do 
with changing a door color or boxed planters or prescribing design, it only focuses on demolition. The 
2018-2019 proposal for a historic district was only along the commercial corridor but it did not move 
forward partly because of the 2020 pandemic. It did not include any residential areas. Jon will locate 
past resources (GIS links, inventory data) and share with the group. PV suggested preparing an 
inventory of other properties such as residential only for informational and analytical purposes. The 
recent discovery that many were Trumbauer influenced adds to the spirit of pride and culture mentioned 
in the comprehensive plan. EH cited benefits of being listed in a National Park Service historic district to 
owners such as tax credits for commercial development, zoning flexibility for residential areas, and 
enhanced community pride and economic value. Claire noted that regulations on setback and height 
and number of properties could be zoning incentives to encourage the preservation of historic buildings 
without having the properties themselves being in a NPS historic district. Allison raised concerns about 
the perception that historic districts have allegedly been used in other municipalities to block housing 
density and increase development costs. JM noted the reason for investigating in 2018-19 was the 
borough council asked the planning commission to revisit the historical inventory which had gone ten 
years without being updated. The conversation was more in the context of putting all the different 
methods of preservation on the table for discussion and conversation with the borough council. JBPC 
agreed further coordination with Borough Council is necessary before deeper volunteer time and 
borough financial investment. JM would like to see continued focus on what PV mentioned regarding 
preparing a historic inventory which does not delve into zoning or committees or historic review boards. 
Jon said he will locate past resources (GIS links, inventory data) and share with the group. A link to a 
map inventorying Jenkintown historic properties was supplied by Phil Zimmerman 
https://www.google.com/maps/d/u/0/viewer?mid=1Un4ioeV3LQxy1WLn-wnfcdia7MJ8w-
tI&ll=40.0948305985213%2C-75.12469374688243&z=18 
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Street Trees: PV continued with a discussion on launching or updating a street tree inventory, similar to 
the historic inventory project. Noted that most street trees in the borough are on private property, 
limiting municipal control. Shade Tree Commission has had limited capacity but does maintain a small 
budget annually to provide trees to residents. Lucinda and Peter expressed interest in furthering this 
initiative, including researching native species and inventory systems. They recognized infrastructure 
constraints (e.g. utility wires, limited right-of-way) as barriers to large canopy trees. Claire to share 
resources and best practices for inventory creation and tree planning. She noted DCNR has a good 
resource for creating a tree inventory and can send more information later.  CW referenced a link at 
https://padcnr.treekeepersoftware.com  The Shade Tree Commission to be updated and involved as 
capacity allows. 
 
Walkability and Wayfinding Initiatives:  Peter suggested researching WalkWorks for walkability 
assessments and tools to aid the Walkability Audit & Wayfinding Plan. PV encouraged the Planning 
Commission to gather more data and research on pedestrian-friendly enhancements. The existing sub-
committee which focuses on Bike and Pedestrian Safety blends into this topic. Eric will send an 
invitation to Planning Commission members interested in meeting to work on recommendations.  
 
Zoning Code Updates: Peter emphasized the importance of beginning the zoning code update process 
as a priority. It was agreed that zoning updates would support and integrate other initiatives, such as 
historic preservation and walkability. 
 

• Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHMC) - Historical marker program. 

No update. 

• Bike and Pedestrian Safety (Sub-Committee update)  
This committee will have an invitation sent to JBPC members to meet next month.  

• Approved Plant List – No update 

• On and off-street parking inventory being conducted by Borough Engineer (precursor 

to parking study). No update.  

• Town Center Street Parking and Traffic Study - West Avenue (No update) 

• 181-141 Off-Premises Signs Ordinance (Tabled – ongoing discussion) 
 
Other Business 
Design Review Board Update 
PZ provided an update on the Design Review Board meeting held the previous evening. The board 
reviewed the project at 459-471 York Road, which was in front of the JBPC last month, with no major 
design changes. Planning Commission recommendations were reiterated. A draft recommendation 
letter will be prepared and shared with the JB Planning Commission. 
 
Adjournment  Motion to adjourn made and seconded. JM (PZ). Next meeting is scheduled for the third 
Tuesday of September. 



​DCNR has a good resource for creating a tree inventory. I can send more information in an​
​email later:​​https://padcnr.treekeepersoftware.com/index.cfm?deviceWidth=1280​

​https://www.mass.gov/doc/tree-inventories-and-surveys-fact-sheet/download#:~:text=The%20ke​
​y%20to%20understanding%20your,within%20a%20defined%20geographic%20area​​.​

​https://youtu.be/kwwZDsyhhvA?feature=shared​

https://padcnr.treekeepersoftware.com/index.cfm?deviceWidth=1280
https://www.mass.gov/doc/tree-inventories-and-surveys-fact-sheet/download#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20understanding%20your,within%20a%20defined%20geographic%20area
https://www.mass.gov/doc/tree-inventories-and-surveys-fact-sheet/download#:~:text=The%20key%20to%20understanding%20your,within%20a%20defined%20geographic%20area
https://youtu.be/kwwZDsyhhvA?feature=shared
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​https://extension.psu.edu/conducting-a-community-tree-inventory​

https://extension.psu.edu/conducting-a-community-tree-inventory


​https://blogs.cornell.edu/urbanhort/outreach/community-forestry/conducting-a-street-tree-invento​
​ry/​

https://blogs.cornell.edu/urbanhort/outreach/community-forestry/conducting-a-street-tree-inventory/
https://blogs.cornell.edu/urbanhort/outreach/community-forestry/conducting-a-street-tree-inventory/


​https://www.arbnet.org/arboretum-accreditation-program​

https://www.arbnet.org/arboretum-accreditation-program
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