
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
October 19th, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Call to order: Chairperson C. Whitney called the meeting to order. 
 
Attendance: 
 

• Committee members present: Chairperson C. Whitney, Councilor J. Conners, Councilor C. 
Soltysiak, Councilor K. McGlonn and. Councilor K. Farrell 
 

• Committee members absent: Councilor M. Ashton Young. 
 

• Others present: Vice President R. Bunker, Borough Manager G. Locke, Engineer K. Hassan, 
Police Chief A. DiValentino, Mayor E. Foley, Fire Chief K. Lynch, Fire Chief M. Brogan, Fire Marshal 
K. Lynch, and Public Works Foreman K. Riggins.  

 
Public Comment: Jennifer Van, 126 Summit Avenue, appeared before the committee to discuss the 

speeding on the 100 block of Summit Avenue. Ms. Van distributed a pamphlet showing statistics in the 

area. After discussion, it was noted that the Police Department will monitor the area.  

Maureen Lucak, 115 Cedar Street, appeared before the committee to follow up with the discussion of the 

speeding on the 100 block of Cedar Street that began last month. 

Greg Lester, 315 Greenwood, appeared before the committee to discuss the Jenkintown School District 

Bonfire. Mr. Lester was unsatisfied with the communication given to the residents of Greenwood Avenue. 

Mr. Lester was also the property closest to the bonfire and felt as though the bonfire was in an unsafe 

area due to the Fire Department having to place a water curtain on a near by tree and a Fire Department 

Lieutenant having to stand on his porch to monitor the embers that were falling onto his roof and porch.  

Mayor E. Foley commented that he was not there but read the reports. The School District and Borough 

did not give enough empathy toward residents and the idea to place it in that location was patently 

absurd. Mayor E. Foley does not understand why the Borough is not alarmed with the location of the fire 

and there was an element of common sense that was not addressed.  

Chairperson C. Whitney was not overly happy with the way the bonfire was done. Also, Vice President R. 

Bunker noted that it was a bad place for the bonfire but the Borough does not have much control as it is a 

School sanctioned event.  

Councilor K. McGlonn understands the residents concerns and wants the resident to know that the 

Borough will discuss the location with the School during their monthly workshop meetings. 

 



Mayor E. Foley asked Fire Marshal K. Lynch if he has the scope of authority to look at the plans, 

determine if the location is safe and who he reports to. Fire Marshal K. Lynch responded that he has to 

remain objective and the location of the bonfire complied with all codes. Fire Marshal K. Lynch also noted 

that he reports to the Borough Manager.  

Fire Chief M. Brogan wanted the Committee to know that there was an issue with a member of his 

company who went to residents requiring their cars to be removed. Fire Chief M. Brogan wanted to clarify 

that the member was acting as a sworn fire police officer. 

Fire Marshal K. Lynch will make sure public comment and input is included in next year’s bonfire 

discussion. 

Fire Chief K. Lynch stated that he sympathizes with with Greg and understands the situation. Fire Chief 

K. Lynch reminded the committee that the Fire Marshal has to operate within compliance of the code 

however he has a lot more flexibility, meaning that all he has to say is if he don’t support it, it’s not going 

to happen. Fire Chief K. Lynch noted that the School District isn’t going to have a bonfire if the Fire 

Department doesn’t support it. Fire Chief K. Lynch noted that there will be a whole lot of upset people 

when the fires not lit.  

Christine Glass, 303 Runnymede Avenue, appeared before the committee to ask that the letter that the 
owner of her home, Frank Reiley, distributed to Borough Manager G. Locke be read to the committee and 
entered into the record.  

 
Borough Manager G. Locke noted that he did receive the letter from Mr. Reiley and had a question to the 
Solicitor on how the letter should be read into record.  

 
After much discussion, Chairperson C. Whitney read the letter sent in by Mr. Frank Reiley into public record. 

 
Peggy Downs, 301 Runnymede Avenue, noted that there were a lot of things in the letter that were 
unfounded. The resident at 303 Runnymede Avenue was found guilty of running a business by the Judge. 
Ms. Downs also noted that the Borough “encouraged her to take video and pictures.” Ms. Downs noted that 
she did not believe $40,000 was spent in legal fees and that she is running for Mayor to ensure that 
residents are able to go to Council should they need help.  

 
Christine Glass, 303 Runnymede Avenue, noted that she Right to Know the legal bills for the legal work 
that was done regarding the property at 303 Runnymede Avenue which amounted to $40,000. Ms. Glass 
noted that it was one photo that they were found guilty on that showed a bucket and hand tools. Ms. Glass 
wanted the committee to know that they have a storage facility in Willow Grove that she has receipts for. 
Ms. Glass also wanted the committee to know that there are multiple cameras trained on her and her family 
24/7. Ms. Glass wanted to clarify that she sent in a complaint on September 20th and has not heard back 
to date.  
 
Vice President R. Bunker thanked both parties for speaking however wanted both parties to know that 
Council has to continue to hold an impartial stance and has no enforcement authority. The enforcement 
goes through the correct channels such as the Police Department or Zoning Officer. The Borough must 
also equally and fairly enforce to all parties.  
 

Reports 
 

• Police Department - A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. Police 
Chief A. DiValentino highlighted that the Police Department will be receiving their accreditation 
testing on November 18th. This will be the Police Department’s fifth accreditation test.  

 



• Pioneer Fire Company – A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. Fire 
Chief M. Brogan highlighted Pioneer Fire Company held their hose and ladder testing at the 
beginning of the month and will be holding their pump testing at the end of this month.  

 

• Independent Fire Company- A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. 
Fire Chief K. Lynch highlighted that they will be holding the aerial certification on October 30th and 
asked for permission to close to corner of the municipal lot. The Public Safety Committee agreed.  

 

• Second Alarmers – A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. 
 
New Business 
 

   
1. Fire Commission Meeting – Councilor C. Whitney stated that the Fire Commission Meeting will 

be held on November 2nd at Borough hall at 6:30PM. Vice President R. Bunker noted that the items 
that will be discussed are; the Fire Companies are to include training obtained the prior month in 
the reports that are given to the Committees. Additionally, Pionner is also to finalize their training 
records with letters from the County and the previous fire chiefs. Finally, the Commission will 
discuss the 18 month plan to catch up officers to current standards. 
 

2. Fire Department Training Assessment – Vice President R. Bunker wanted to know if the training 
assessment was public, and if so does the Borough have copies at the office. Borough Manager 
G. Locke believes it is public, however wanted to check with the Solicitor as there are names in the 
study of specific firefighters.  
 

3. JSD Bonfire – Discussed during Public Comment.  
 

4. McGoldrick Street Permit Parking Request – Police Chief A. Divalentino stated that he received 
a letter from three residents of McGoldrick Street. This letter is asking for permit parking on Leedom 
Street as they do not have on street parking on McGoldrick. After much discussion, it was 
determined that the residents on McGoldrick Street will be allowed to receive permit parking passes 
for Leedom Street.  

 
5. Cedar Street Traffic Concerns – Police Chief A. DiValentino noted that the Police Department 

completed another study of the traffic on the 100 block of Cedar Street. The radar was placed at 
two locations, 111 Cedar Street and 129 Cedar Street. From September 15th until September 22nd 
the radar was placed at 111 Cedar Street where it counted 1019 vehicles with an average speed 
of 27MPH. The highest speed recorded was 37MPH. The radar was then moved to 129 Cedar 
Street from September 22nd until September 26th where it counter 918 cars with an average speed 
of 26MPH. The highest speed recorded was 38MPH. Police Chief A. DiValentino wanted the 
committee to note that they are required to give a leeway of six mph. Police Chief A. DiValentino 
does not know of a viable solution that will fix this issue without creating the same issue on another 
street.  
 

Vice Presidnet R. Bunker thanked Chief A. DiValentino for his report. He noted that it does not 
seem purposeful to place a cop there as they would not catch many speeders. Vice President R. 
Bunker asked if the speed could be reduced to 15 or 20 MPH? Engineer K. Hassan replied that the 
lowest speed is 25 MPH for residential and 35 MPH for commercial.  
 
Councilor K. McGlonn asked if a speed bump could be installed. Engineer K. Hassan responded 
by stating the Borough has certain criteria such as the location of the speed bump, not being close 
to stop signs or other speed bumps as well as the height and width of the speed bump.  
 



Maureen Lucak, 115 Cedar Street, asked if Harper Ally was a Borough owned road and if the 
Borough could install signs that say do not enter or no cut through. Police Chief A. DiValentino 
noted that it was not a Borough owned road and he will approach the owners.  
 
Engineer K. Hassan wanted committee to know that restricting traffic from one street just overflows 
another. Engineer K. Hassan warned the committee to be careful with the number of no through 
traffic signs that the Borough installs.  
 
Maureen Lucak, 115 Cedar Street, asked if the striping for the crosswalks can be updated as they 
may help deter drivers from speeding. Borough Manager G. Locke noted the suggestion and stated 
that updating the crosswalks will help.  

 
Old Business 
 

1. Knox Box Ordinance – Chairperson C. Whitney noted that the Ordinance discussed and reviewed 
by Fire Commission, Fire Chiefs, Fire Marshal, PS Committee, Borough Solicitor and Staff as well 
as advertised in a newspaper of general circulation. There are also copies available at Borough 
hall for public review. 
 

 
2. Walnut Street Grant and PW Safety Improvements – Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted that 

the street striping, curve warning signage has been completed by PennDOT. Also, the Public Works 
Department replaced of all four Stop and warning signs at Hillside and Walnut to high reflective 
signage.  

 
3. Crosswalk mid-block on Florence Avenue to playground – Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted 

that the Borough will be installing a mid block cross walk on the 300 block of Florence Avenue, that 
would connect Beaver Hill North to the School District property. This project will be funded through 
CDBG grant, construction to take place June 2018 after 2017/2018 school year.  
 

4. LED Procurement Project Update – Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted that the project is 
substantially complete. There is one knock down on Johnson Street that has been handed over to 
Abington Township. The Borough also ordered 20 rear shields to keep in stock.   
 

5. Walnut Street Parking – Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted that a Resident raising questions / 
concerns of parking enforcement of residents parking on sidewalk. Police Chief A. DiValentino 
noted that this item has been going on for years. The residents of Walnut Street appeared before 
committee a while ago to ask for relief. The Committee allowed the residents to place two wheels 
on the sidewalk so that their cars would not be hit. This also allows residents to traverse the 
sidewalk. Police Chief A. DiValentino noted that the Police Department tickets cars who place more 
than two wheels on the sidewalk or where a pedestrian is unable to traverse. After discussion, the 
committee found it best to continue the practice of letting cars place two wheels on the sidewalk as 
long as pedestrians can walk in that area.  

 
6. West Avenue School Zone Safety Lights Update – Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted that all 

signage has been installed. Borough Manager G. Locke highlighted that the current lights installed 
on the sidewalk have large bolts that protrude from the bases that the Borough believes may be 
dangerous to the public. The Borough is now working with the Borough’s Traffic Engineer and the 
light manufactures to design a cover that will be installed to cover the bolts. Due to the cover 
manufacturing and installation, the Borough has extended the contract for the School Zone Safety 
Lights on Walnut Street. 
 

7. Request for Stop Sign – Walnut Street and Cheltena Avenue - Chairperson C. Whitney 
highlighted that the Borough’s Traffic Engineer performed a traffic study of the area and the 
conditions do not warrant a Stop sign in this location per PennDOT standards.  
 



8. ADA Compliance Ramps on York Road – Chairperson C. Whitney stated that the second letter 
to PennDOT has been drafted to memorialize the Borough’s objection and concerns.     

 
 
Adjournment: On motion of Councilor C. Soltysiak, seconded by Vice President R. Bunker, the motion to 
adjourn the meeting passed unanimously. 


