
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE 
November 8th, 2017 

7:30 p.m. 
 

MEETING MINUTES 
 

Call to order: Chairperson C. Whitney called the meeting to order. 
 
Attendance: 
 

• Committee members present: Chairperson C. Whitney, Councilor C. Soltysiak, Councilor K. 
McGlonn, Councilor K. Farrell and Councilor M. Ashton Young 
 

• Committee members absent: Councilor J. Conners. 
 

• Others present: Vice President R. Bunker, Borough Manager G. Locke, Engineer K. Hassan, 
Police Chief A. DiValentino, Mayor E. Foley, Fire Chief K. Lynch, Fire Chief M. Brogan, Fire Marshal 
K. Lynch, and Public Works Foreman K. Riggins.  

 
Public Comment: None at this time. 

Reports 
 

• Police Department - A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials.  
 

• Pioneer Fire Company – A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. Fire 
Chief M. Brogan highlighted Pioneer Fire Company’s Engine is in the shop being repaired.  

 

• Independent Fire Company- A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. 
Fire Chief K. Lynch highlighted that he has also included the training spreadsheet, which was asked 
to be provided on a monthly basis by the Fire Commissioners.  

 

• Second Alarmers – A written report was provided with the monthly meeting materials. 
 
New Business 
 

   
1. Fire Commission Meeting – Councilor C. Whitney stated that the Fire Commission Meeting will 

be held on Thursday December 7th at Independent Fire Comapny at 6:30PM.  
 

2. Fire Department Training Standards – These standards have been discussed at previous 
meetings and are part of the Fire Department Training Assessment. Vice President R. Bunker made 
a motion, seconded by Chairperson C. Whitney, to move the consideration of adoption of Fire 
Department Training Standards to full Council. Motion approved unanimously.   
 

3. RTK request filed for Stop Sign Traffic Warrant Study (Myrtle and Runnymede Avenue) – 
Chairperson C. Whitney stated that the existing files and documents being reviewed for relevance 
and Legal Counsel consulted for recommended response. Chairperson C. Whitney did want to note 
that the stop sign at Myrtle and Runnymede Avenues appears to be falling over. 



 

Councilor C. Soltysiak asked if this stop sign was a new sign as it looks new. Borough Manager G. 
Locke noted that it was not a newly installed stop sign as he believes it was installed in the late 
1970’s, however the sign itself could have replaced to conform with the new PennDOT reflectivity 
requirements. 
 

4. PS Meeting Minutes October 18th – Chairperson C. Whitney noted that there was a discrepancy 

in the meeting minutes from the October 18th Public Safety meeting regarding Fire Chief K. 

Lynch’s statement about the Jenkintown School District Bonfire. Fire Chief K. Lynch appeared 

before the committee to clarify his statement. Fire Chief K. Lynch stated that the intent of his 

statement was not absolute. Fire Chief K. Lynch has the option and ability to deny the location 

and follow “what makes sense.” Fire Chief K. Lynch wanted to remind the committee that they will 

be seeking public input on the location of next year’s bonfire. 

 

5. Knox Box Ordinance – Adopted at October 23rd Council Meeting – Chairperson C. Whitney 
noted that the Knox Box Ordinance was adopted on Octobre 23rd and will go into effect January 
1st, 2018. This is to allow commercial property owners a chance to purchase and install the boxes. 
 

 
Old Business 
 

1. Cedar Street Traffic Concerns - Police conducted traffic study. Residents requesting speed 
hump, signage and crosswalk restriping – Chairperson C. Whitney noted that the Borough 
Engineer reviewing traffic calming measures and providing a sketch of most appropriate place to 
install a speed hump on Cedar Street. The Public Works Department ordered Children at Play 
signage and will install once delivered. The Borough has also requested quotes for the cost of the 
crosswalk striping. 

 
2. West Avenue School Safety Zone – Substantially Complete – Chairperson C. Whitney 

highlighted that the restriping of existing cross walks remain to be completed. Borough Manager 
G. Locke noted that the crosswalks were completed today, November 8th 2017. 
 

3. Handicap Accessible curb cuts installed on York Road – Pennoni letter to PennDOT – 
Chairperson C. Whitney highlighted that the Borough sent a letter to PennDOT regarding the safety 
of the crosswalks. Borough Engineer has been requested to follow up. 
 

Mayor E. Foley asked if temporary signage can be installed alerting motorist of the crosswalk as 
he feels as though the crosswalks are dangerous to pedestrians and motorists. Councilor M. Ashton 
Young asked if the speed trailed can be set there to alert motorists of their speed. 
 
Engineer K. Hassan noted that they could not install any signage as all signage would have to go 
through PennDOT because York Road is a state road.  
 
Vice President R. Bunker made a motion, seconded by Councilor K. Farrell, to move the resolution 
in support of prohibiting bump stocks to full Council. Motion passed unanimously.  
 
Councilor K. McGlonn noted that the School District approached her regarding the bollards at the 
playground. The School District believes that the bollards are not sturdy enough and are looking 
for recommendations for other options to make them more stable. Engineer K. Hassan noted he 
will look into other remedies for the bollards. 
 
Councilor K. Farrell noted that the School District asked for the bollards to be installed that way so 
that they could be removed as seen fit. Councilor K. McGlonn stated that the School District no 
longer wants to be able to remove the bollards.  



 
Police Chief A. DiValentino wanted the committee to note that the Police Department is reviewing 
the procedure for Block Party permits in light of the recent events regarding trucks plowing through 
large crowds.  
 
Fire Chief K. Lynch asked that the Fire Department also received notifications of block party permits 
so they can plan accordingly. Fire Chief K. Lynch also wanted the committee to know there was a 
small incident at Beaver Hill that brought a few issues to light including the accountability of those 
on scene and working on an evacuation plan with Beaver Hill, the Police Department and Fire 
Department. Councilor M. Ashton Young wanted Fire Chief K.  Lynch to know if she can be of any 
assistance on spreading the word she would be happy to assist.  
 

 
 
Adjournment: On motion of Councilor C. Soltysiak, seconded by Vice President R. Bunker, the motion to 
adjourn the meeting passed unanimously. 


